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Abstract: This research aims to determine and analyze: (1) The influence of the 
Merdeka curriculum on Student Learning Outcomes; (2) The influence of learning 
motivation on student learning outcomes; (3) The influence of the Merdeka 
curriculum and Learning Motivation together on student learning outcomes. This 
research was conducted at SMAN 1 Payaraman with a sample of 117 students. Data 
collection techniques use questionnaires and documentation. Test the validity of the 
data using the bivariate correlations test, and test the reliability using the Cronbach 
Alpha test. Test prerequisites for analysis using normality test, linearity test, and 
multicollinearity test. For data analysis use correlation test data analysis and linear 
regression test. The research results show that; (1) there is no significant influence 
between the Merdeka curriculum on student learning outcomes, (2) there is a 
significant influence between learning motivation on student learning outcomes at 
SMAN 1 Payaraman, (3) there is a joint influence between the Merdeka curriculum 
and learning motivation on student learning outcomes at SMAN 1 Payaraman with 
an influence of 6.7%. The remaining 93.3% is influenced by factors that are not 
variables in this research. 
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A. Introduction 
 
Although they can’t be avoided, changes and advancements over time can be met 
with a variety of skills. Going to school is one approach to acquiring this ability. This 
view is supported by Law Number 20 of 2003, which defines national education as 
follows: Education is the deliberate and planned endeavor to establish a learning 
environment and learning process so that students actively develop their potential to 
have the moral qualities, intelligence, self-control, religious spiritual strength, and 
other qualities needed by themselves, society, the nation, and the state. Apart from 
that, education works to achieve the national objectives of the country, which are 
stated in the fourth paragraph of the 1945 Constitution’s preamble, “To make the life 
of the nation intelligent”. The 1945 Constitution is a basic law of the Indonesian state 
which Indonesian citizens must obey. With the existence of elements that aim to 
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make the nation’s life more intelligent, it is clear that education is a pillar for the 
upholding of a country. 
 
Formal, informal, and non-formal methods can all be used to carry out education 
itself. Formal education takes place in classrooms, informal education occurs within 
families, and non-formal education is provided by the community. The successful 
modification of behavior and the enhancement of an individual’s competence are the 
outcomes of this instruction. Syaadah et al. (2022). Participating in formal education 
at school is one way to gain competence. The National Education Standards 
comprise eight standards: 1) content standards (RI Law No. 20, 2003) establish the 
following standards: 2) procedure; 3) graduation competency; 4) educational 
assessment; 5) educational personnel; 6) facilities and infrastructure; 7) management; 
and 8) funding. The government regulation No. 9 of 2005 contains the content 
standards. The topic of debate is curricula at the educational unit level, where each 
educational unit will build its curriculum based on the parameters provided in the 
content standards. 
 
Sakdiah & Syahrani (2022) outlined how content standards serve as a guide for 
educators offering instructional materials. The benefits of content standards by 
themselves will facilitate the development of curricula at all educational levels. 
Sulfemi and Bagja in Ilhami & Syahrani (2021) use the curriculum as a tool for 
organizing and establishing objectives, as well as for providing information, learning 
resources, and materials that serve as guidelines for carrying out instructional 
activities to meet educational objectives. Khoirurrijal et al. (2022) also clarified that 
the curriculum serves six purposes in an educational institution: preparation, 
selection, differentiation, adjustment, integration, and diagnosis. It also describes the 
vision, mission, and educational goals of the school. The development of the 
curriculum in Indonesia itself has undergone several changes from the beginning of 
independence in 1945 until 2023. There have been at least eleven changes to the 
curriculum starting from the curriculum in 1947, 1964, 1968, 1973, 1975, 1984, 1994, 
1997, 2004, 1006, 2013, and now the independent curriculum. The following is a 
picture of the flow of curriculum development in Indonesia. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 1. Curriculum Development in Indonesia 
 (Source Google) 
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The Merdeka curriculum is a curriculum that was developed due to the impact of 
Covid-19, the Ministry of Education, Culture, Research and Technology is making 
efforts to restore learning. One of the efforts made is launching an independent 
curriculum. According to Khoirurrijal et al. (2022) the Merdeka curriculum is 
implemented to hasten the accomplishment of national education goals, the ultimate 
goal of which is to enhance the caliber of human resources that are both competitive 
and superior when compared to those of other nations. For this reason, the principal, 
instructors, and staff of SMAN 1 Payaraman are driven to keep raising the standard 
of the institution across the board, from the caliber of services provided to graduates. 
By School Establishment Decree Number 145/KEP/D. DIKNAS OI/2006, SMAN 1 
Payaraman is a public school located in Ogan Ilir Regency, South Sumatra Province. 
It was established in 2007. In 2020, SMAN 1 Payaraman received “A” accreditation 
with a score of 91 based on Decree Number: 1334/BAN-SM/SK/2020. SMAN 1 
Payaraman guides the National Education Standards in Indonesia. 
 
High-quality education is required to produce these capable graduates. In addition 
to producing highly skilled laborers with tech proficiency, pedagogical knowledge, 
and psychomotor abilities, education may also foster a positive business 
environment and aid in Indonesia’s economic growth. Not only can education assist 
individuals, but it may also benefit corporate organizations and the country of 
Indonesia (Fahlewi et al., 2020). Stated differently, education is a surefire way to 
improve the caliber of human resources. Humans can evolve into people with noble 
character, selflessness, responsibility for their lives, ability to interact with others, 
dedication to God Almighty, and knowledge that can be used for both their own and 
others’ benefit through education. 
 
SMAN 1 Payaraman works to raise teacher and student competency to satisfy these 
subject criteria. One such approach is to develop a stand-alone curriculum. SMA 
Negeri 1 Payaraman, situated in Payaraman Barat Village, Payaraman District, Ogan 
Ilir Regency, South Sumatra Province, is not a driving school, but starting mid-2022, 
it has adopted a separate curriculum. Schools must register using the link supplied 
by the Ministry of Education and Culture, Research and Technology to apply the 
independent curriculum. Following registration via the connection and the PKB SIM 
Application, SMAN 1 Payaraman is authorized to execute an autonomous 
curriculum with a separately modified design. One of the designs for putting the 
autonomous curriculum into practice is this one for independent change. In this 
changed Merdeka curriculum design, schools implement an Merdeka curriculum by 
utilizing the Independent Teaching Platform (PMM) which has been prepared by the 
Ministry of Education and Culture, Research and Technology. In PMM various types 
of independent training can be accessed by teachers. Training activities for 
implementing the Merdeka curriculum can be carried out at the PMM. Teachers 
study independently without being accompanied by an instructor. 
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The majority of teachers in schools are hesitant to participate in independent 
training, which is a reality. The education quality report card indicates that, as of 
mid-2022, no teachers were using PMM for independent learning. This becomes 
problematic when teachers don’t conduct independent research on the application of 
the autonomous curriculum. As a result, it is impossible to learn about the technical 
planning, procedures, and reflections involved in the implementation of the 
autonomous curriculum. The 2013 curriculum is still used in the execution of the 
autonomous curriculum, which is only used in the name. In addition, a driving 
instructor can become a learning leader and serve as a driver for educational 
activities in the classroom. Kusumah and Alawiyah in Jannati et al. (2023) Guru 
Penggerak are learning leaders who support students’ overall growth and 
development, actively and proactively train other educators to apply student-
centered learning, and have the capacity to affect change in the community, 
particularly by raising awareness of Pancasila students among other students. 
Jannati et al (2023) stated that to inspire educators to innovate and adopt new 
learning paradigms that are based on student’s skills in the context of differentiated 
learning, they must be able to act as change agents within their workplace. 
Organizing To effectively execute the government-promoted ideas of independent 
learning, teachers are also educated to become leaders in education in the future.  
 
Ningrum & Suryani (2022) acknowledged that there is no discernible distinction 
between ordinary teachers and mobilizing teachers, despite the phrase “mobilizing 
teacher” having been used at the same time as the autonomous learning curriculum. 
When it comes to fostering a climate that makes learning enjoyable and engaging for 
pupils, they play a part. Nonetheless, to enhance learning, driving instructors must 
not only be learning leaders but also proficient in using technology for learning and 
constantly reflecting. Students who can think critically and creatively will be better 
able to compete in the workforce, and this will affect their performance. The truth is 
that only one driving teacher who completed the driving teacher training in 2021 
will be employed at SMA Negeri 1 Payaraman in 2022. There is only one driving 
teacher at SMA Negeri 1 Payaraman, which presents a challenge. This indicates that 
of the total number of teachers at SMAN 1 Payaraman, there are just 2.6%. Because it 
is less than half of the total number of teachers, this amount cannot meet the 
requirement for teacher mobilization.  
 
This is in line with the opinion of Leny (2022) who clarifies that the reason why 
many teachers are still having trouble implementing the autonomous curriculum is 
that it differs from the prior curriculum—specifically, it uses a scientific approach. In 
addition to putting government policies regarding curriculum modifications for 
COVID-19 into practice—the independent curriculum—into practice. Concerning 
the motivation of students to learn as well. There has been a decrease in students’ 
enthusiasm to learn as a result of COVID-19, which has affected Indonesia since 
2019. Online learning activities were the cause of the observed drop in learning 
motivation. Activities related to teaching and learning are conducted through the 
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use of social media platforms such as Google Meet, Zoom meetings, and WhatsApp. 
Instructors and students are unable to meet in person. This is a drawback of online 
education since it prevents teachers from directly interacting with pupils. Schools 
will reopen for business at the beginning of 2022. As usual, students report to class 
and begin their studies. Students’ motivation to learn was observed to be declining 
at the start of the course. This may be because the Covid-19 epidemic has forced the 
learning method to be conducted online. Additionally, changes were made to the 
classroom setting, with pupils studying online from home during the COVID-19 
pandemic and returning to in-person instruction at school. 
 
Yusuf et al. (2022) assert that several factors, including psychological and physical 
issues that cause students to lose attention during the learning process owing to 
unwell bodies or other conditions, have an impact on students’ low learning 
motivation during online learning. The neglect of parents to supervise their 
children’s at-home learning activities is the next contributing element. Because of the 
poor facilities, including a space for online learning, shabby tables and chairs, and 
broken cellphones, the infrastructure and facilities are in less supportive of the 
overall state. In line with this opinion, Rismawati & Khairiati (2020) outlined the 
elements that affect students’ motivation to learn, including learning environments, 
classmates, self-ability, curiosity, and attentiveness. Apart from this opinion, there is 
also an opinion from Rubiana & Dadi (2020) which claims that both extrinsic (such 
as incentives and conditions) and internal (such as students’ wants, desires, and 
goals) elements can affect how motivated they are to study surroundings. 
 
From this explanation, some facts occurred at SMAN 1 Payaraman regarding low 
student learning motivation due to the transition of the learning process from online 
learning back to face-to-face learning. The low student motivation to learn is also 
caused by students’ interest and attention during the learning process. Another fact 
obtained from data obtained from guidance and counseling teachers, between 2022 
and 2023, many problems are found in the form of students who often leave the 
classroom during class hours because the students are sleepy, hungry, and also 
bored with the way the teacher teaches. Yusuf in Hendrizal (2018) states that 
teachers must have a role in increasing student learning motivation, namely by 
creating a comfortable learning environment, being able to provide role models for 
changes in student behavior, and being able to create a classroom environment that 
increases student learning competence. 
 
Wati et al. (2023) in their journal also argue that high learning motivation is 
possessed by students who have a positive attitude to succeed. On the other hand, if 
students do not have motivation, the student’s learning outcomes will be low. High 
learning motivation will be related to high learning outcomes. It will not be possible 
for a student to get high learning outcomes if the motivation to learn is not there. A 
student will be able to carry out learning activities well if there is high learning 
motivation within him. Curriculum changes followed by student learning 
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motivation, ultimately lead to the final goal, namely student learning outcomes. 
Dimyati and Mudjiono in Hendrizal (2018) explained that the final learning results 
are collected in a collection of class learning results in the form of student learning 
results reports. This learning outcome is an interaction of the student’s learning 
process and the teacher’s teaching process. From the teacher’s perspective, learning 
outcomes are an evaluation process of the teaching process. Meanwhile, from the 
student’s perspective, learning outcomes are the end of the learning process. 
 
More clearly, Hendrizal (2018) explained that success in learning can be seen from 
the changes that occur in a person. These changes take the form of changes in 
thinking abilities, increased skills, and changes in attitudes for the better. From these 
opinions, researchers conclude that student learning outcomes are obtained from a 
learning process that is carried out seriously and is intended from within the 
students themselves. Apart from within the students themselves, other factors that 
influence learning motivation are external factors. This factor can be the influence of 
the living environment, the teacher’s teaching methods, and learning facilities. The 
facts that occurred at SMAN 1 Payaraman in the 2022 to 2023 academic year which 
are sourced from basic data on tenth-grade students which can be seen with the help 
of school operators show that, in semester 1 the average learning outcomes obtained 
by students were around 73. .50 to 80.60. Meanwhile, in the second semester, the 
average student learning outcomes were between 73.60 and 83.60. From this data, it 
can be concluded that the average student learning outcomes have increased with 
increasing levels in each semester. 
 
According to Panginan & Susianti (2022) which states that the implementation of the 
Merdeka curriculum has an influence on students’ mathematics learning outcomes 
at Frater Bakti Luhur Elementary School in Makassar City. Followed by a journal 
Rahman (2021) which explains that motivation can improve student learning 
outcomes. From the facts that occur in the field, and several opinions and facts that 
have been explained, this research is deemed important to carry out because it 
relates to the implementation of the Merdeka curriculum which is carried out in 
schools that do not have driving school status. Apart from that, researchers want to 
know whether the implementation of an Merdeka curriculum can affect student 
learning outcomes. Also, will learning motivation also influence student learning 
outcomes at SMAN 1 Payaraman? Based on several explanations that the researcher 
has outlined, as well as several reinforcements and statements by experts, the 
researcher conducted research entitled The Influence of the Merdeka curriculum and 
Learning Motivation on Student Learning Outcomes at SMA Negeri 1 Payaraman. 
 
B. Methods 
 
This research conducted in SMA Negeri 1 Payaraman, located at Jalan Lanang 
Kuaso, Payaraman Barat Village, Payaraman District, Ogan Ilir Regency, South 
Sumatra Province, is the location where this research was conducted. This study 
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employs a quantitative methodology. According to Djaali (2020), quantitative 
research is inferential, meaning that empirical data obtained through measurement 
is used to conclude statistical hypothesis testing. Meanwhile, Sudarwan in Neliwati 
(2018) said that the quantitative approach is a scientific research endeavor grounded 
in the logical positivist philosophy, which follows stringent guidelines for logic, 
truth, laws, and predictions. The quantitative research design used in this study is an 
ex post facto design. According to Neliwati, (2018), An ex-postfacto research design 
examines the relationship that naturally exists between independent variables and 
dependent variables, or between independent variables and other independent 
variables. 
 
The population is all research units or units that are analyzed and whose 
characteristics will be investigated and studied (Djaali, 2020). The researcher 
identified the population for this study, which consisted of all class X pupils at SMA 
Negeri 1 Payaraman who had adopted the independent curriculum, based on the 
previously described problem formulation. There were 166 students in the research 
population. Saptutyningsih & Setyaningrum (2019) to collect data, a sample is a 
subset of the population that is chosen for investigation. The sample for this research 
was 120 Class X students at SMA Negeri 1 Payaraman. The following are several 
approaches that researchers use to obtain data: 

1. Questionnaire 
Questionnaire, This method consists of a set of methodically structured 
questions or statements that are sent to respondents to complete (Bungin, 2005). 
This questionnaire data is used to determine the implementation of the 
Merdeka curriculum and learning motivation.  

2. Documentation 
Documentation, according to Sugiyono (2019), is a method of gathering 
information from a variety of sources, including books, archives, records, 
written numbers, and photos that can be used to support research. 

 
C. Results and Discussion 
 
1. The influence of the Merdeka Curriculum on student learning outcomes at 

SMAN 1 Payaraman. 
 
Table 1. Merdeka curriculum Regression Test Results on Student Learning 

Outcomes at SMAN 1 Payaraman 
Model Unstandardized 

Coefficients 
Standardized 
Coefficients 

 
 
t 

 
 

Sig.  B Std. Error Beta 

1 Constant 75,996 2,024  37,554 ,000 
 Merdeka Curiculum ,015 ,025 0,54 ,579 .564 

Source: processed by researchers using SPSS 2023 
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Through simple linear correlation analysis, it is known that the Sig value obtained is 
0.564 which is greater than 0.05 so Ho is accepted, meaning that there is no 
correlation between the Merdeka curriculum and student learning outcomes at 
SMAN 1 Payaraman. However, in a simple linear regression test, it was found that 
the learning outcomes of Payaraman 1 Public High School students experienced a 
positive increase in the independent curriculum. Apart from that, a t-test was also 
carried out, where the test results were found to be significant at 0.564 ≥ 0.05 so Ho 
was accepted, which means there is no significant influence between the Merdeka 
curriculum on student learning outcomes. 
 
The conclusion from the results of this research is inversely proportional to Nanda & 
Samosir (2023) in his journal entitled Application of the Independent Learning 
Curriculum on Civics Learning Outcomes for Class III SDN 191320 Raya Tongah. 
Findings from the research indicated that learning outcomes were significantly 
impacted by the use of the autonomous learning curriculu PKN in Rasay, Tonga, 
SDN 191320. This is possible as SMAN 1 Payaraman has only been using the 
Merdeka curriculum for a single year. The Merdeka curriculum is an autonomous 
modification in which the school uses the Merdeka Teaching Platform as an 
example. Teachers at SMAN 1 Payaraman may be still using the 2013 curriculum, 
even though they have not received any specific training on how to implement the 
independent curriculum. Nevertheless, teachers can alter the teaching resources and 
media available on the Platform. 
 
This statement is also reinforced by a statement from Nurwiatin (2022) who states 
that curriculum modifications hurt students whose academic performance is 
declining, but they can also affect schools, as they can have an impact on the 
objectives or vision of the institution. disorganized. For instance, if a school has a 
single objective or vision, it goes without saying that it will make every effort to 
realize this objective, even if it will undoubtedly take time. The curriculum is 
abruptly modified when they start concentrating on the prepared vision; naturally, 
this means that the school has to adjust the objectives they want to accomplish. 
Maybe the government feels that changes to the curriculum can provide better 
changes to the quality of education, but this is not the case. 
 
2. The influence of learning motivation on student learning outcomes at SMAN 1 

Payaraman 

Table 2. Regression Test Results of Learning Motivation on Student Learning 
Outcomes at SMAN 1 Payaraman 

Model Unstandardized 
Coefficients 

Standardized 
Coefficients 

 
 

T 

 
 

Sig.  B Std. Error  Beta 

1 Constant 72,854 1,570  46,415 ,000 
 Merdeka Curriculum  ,052 ,019 0,250 2,764 .007 

Source: processed by researchers using SPSS 2023 
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Based on the results of testing the second hypothesis regarding the influence of 
learning motivation on student learning outcomes using several tests, namely the 
simple linear correlation test and simple linear regression test, it can be concluded 
that there is a positive and significant influence between variable X1 and Y. This is 
based on the results obtained from the test. In the simple linear correlation test, the 
sig value obtained was 0.007 ≤ 0.05, so Ha2 was accepted and Ho2 was rejected. The 
conclusion is that there is a significant correlation between learning motivation and 
student learning outcomes at SMA Negeri 1 Payaraman. So, it can be continued for 
the next test, namely the simple linear regression test. 

The results obtained in the simple linear regression test showed that the Constant 
value of the regression equation was 72.854 and the regression coefficient value was 
0.052, so the regression equation Y = 72.854+0.052 was obtained, which means that 
the learning outcomes of Payaraman 1 Public High School students experienced a 
positive increase in learning motivation. From this test, a t-test was also carried out 
which was used to determine the effect of variable X2 on variable Y. The significant 
value obtained is 0.007 ≤ 0.05 so Ho is rejected, which means there is a significant 
influence between learning motivation on student learning outcomes at SMAN 1 
Payaraman. 
 
The results of this research are relevant to research by Yuhana et al. (2020) captioned 
“The impact of learning resources and motivation on the academic achievements of 
eighth-grade students at SMPN 1 Indralaya” According to the findings, learning 
motivation significantly impacted the class VIII pupils at SMPN 1 Indralaya’s 
learning outcomes. A remark akin to this can be found in Yuhana et al. (2020), 
accessed on June 16, 2023, in their journal article The Influence of Learning Facilities 
and Learning Motivation on the Learning Outcomes of Class VIII Students at SMPN 
1 Indralaya. The study’s findings indicate that learning motivation has an impact on 
the learning outcomes of eighth-grade students in SMPN 1 Indralaya. 
 
Enhancing students’ motivation to learn is crucial to achieving better learning 
results. As previously said, learning motivation refers to the encouragement a 
person receives when performing an action that might affect his thoughts and, as a 
result, inspire him to reach his learning objectives. However, this differs from the 
viewpoint of Gunawan et al. (2018), who have a different opinion regarding the 
influence of learning motivation on student learning outcomes. Gunawan et al. 
(2018) claimed that the impact of motivation on learning outcomes is little and 
inconsequential. According to research by Gunawan et al. (2018), internal and 
external motivation were the two categories of motivation they examined. Gunawan 
did not, however, say which motivator had a negligible impact on the learning 
objectives. According to the study’s findings, Gunawan said that more investigation 
is required to determine the motivation that affects how well students learn. From 
the results that researchers have carried out, as well as several opinions from 
previous researchers, it is stated that every research activity requires openness from 
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the researcher to accept the results obtained. Carrying out research also requires 
honesty from the researcher himself, regardless of whether the hypothesis obtained 
is influential or not. 
 
3. The Influence of the Merdeka Curriculum and Learning Motivation on 

Student Learning Outcomes at SMAN 1 Payaraman 

Table 3. Multiple Linear Regression Test Results: Merdeka curriculum and 
Learning Motivation on Student Learning Outcomes at SMA Negeri 1 Payaraman 

Model Unstandardized 
Coefficients 

 Standardized 
Coefficients 

t Sig. 

B Std. Error Beta   

1 (Constant) 73,895 2,105  35,101 000 
Merdeka curriculum  -,021 ,028 -,076 -,743 ,459 
Motivation to learn ,060 ,021 ,284 2,794 ,006 

Source: processed by researchers using SPSS 2023 

Based on the results of the tests carried out by researchers using multiple linear 
correlation tests, multiple linear regression tests, t-tests (partial), F tests 
(simultaneous), and coefficient of determination tests, the results showed that there 
was a joint influence between the Merdeka curriculum and learning motivation on 
student learning outcomes at SMAN 1 Payaraman. From the results of the coefficient 
of determination test, the R Square value in the Model Summary table is 0.067, then 
multiplied by 100% the result is 6.7%, so it can be concluded that the magnitude of 
the influence of the Merdeka curriculum and learning motivation on the learning 
outcomes of Payaraman 1 Public High School students together is by 6.7%. The 
remaining 93.3% is influenced by factors that are not variables in this research. 
According to Yandi et al (2023), Learning resources, school climate, school culture, 
teacher competency, teacher communication, learning discipline, classroom 
management, organizational climate, and self-management are some of the aspects 
that might affect learning outcomes. From the results of this research, there is the 
lowest indicator in the Merdeka curriculum variable. This indicator lies in learning 
activities that focus on students. Meanwhile, for the learning motivation variable, the 
indicator that has the lowest value is the indicator of independence in learning. 
 
D. Conclusion 
 
From the results of data analysis obtained by researchers through hypothesis testing 
carried out using the SPSS version 23 application, the researchers concluded that: 
1. There is no significant influence between the Merdeka curriculum on student 

learning outcomes at SMAN 1 Payaraman. 
2. There is a significant influence between learning motivation on student learning 

outcomes at SMAN 1 Payaraman. 
3. There is an influence of the Merdeka curriculum and learning motivation on 

student learning outcomes at SMAN 1 Payaraman. 
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