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ABSTRACT 

The moral values and intrinsic elements found in the novel The Fault in Our 

Stars and discusses their relevance to English Language Teaching (ELT). 

Using a qualitative descriptive approach, this study analyzes the novel by 

focusing on its intrinsic elements, including theme, characterization, plot, 

setting, and point of view, as well as moral values such as love, bravery, 

responsibility, respect, tolerance, and loyalty. The findings show that moral 

values in the novel are not delivered explicitly but are naturally embedded 

within the narrative through its intrinsic elements. This makes the novel 

meaningful and effective not only as a literary work but also as a learning 

resource. The study also reveals that The Fault in Our Stars can be used in 

ELT classrooms to support language development, encourage critical thinking, 

raise cultural awareness, and promote character education. Therefore, the 

novel is highly relevant for both literary studies and English education. 
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1. INTRODUCTION  

Literature has an important role in 

education because it provides not only 

linguistic input but also moral and cultural 

insights. According to Irwansyah et al. 

(2017), literary works allow students to 

engage with language in meaningful contexts 

while simultaneously developing social and 

moral awareness. Through literature, learners 

are encouraged to interpret meaning, reflect 

on human experiences, and connect language 

learning with real-life situations (Aji, 2023;  

Nurpratiwi, 2024; Fadilah et al., 2023). 

In English Language Teaching 

(ELT), novels are considered effective 

learning materials because they present 

authentic language use and complex human 

experiences. Simaibang (2017) argues that 

language learning cannot be separated from 

cultural context; therefore, literary texts help 

learners understand how language is used 

within specific social and cultural settings. 

By reading novels, students are exposed to 

natural expressions, varied sentence 

structures, and pragmatic language that are 

rarely found in traditional textbooks 

(Simbolon et al., 2024; Ulfa & Wulandari, 

2019; Asharuddin, 2024). 

The Fault in Our Stars is a popular 

young adult novel that portrays adolescents 

coping with illness, love, and loss. Although 

widely read, the novel is often perceived 

merely as a tragic romance. Simbolon et al. 

(2024) notes that popular literature is 

frequently underestimated due to its 

accessible language and mass appeal, even 

though it contains meaningful moral and 

cultural values. This perspective causes many 

readers to overlook the novel’s deeper 

intrinsic elements and moral messages. 

Previous studies on The Fault in Our 

Stars have largely focused on thematic or 

character analysis separately. However, there 

is still limited research that integrates moral 
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values and intrinsic elements while 

connecting the findings to ELT. Therefore, 

this article aims to analyze moral values and 

intrinsic elements in an integrated manner 

and to highlight their implications for 

English Language Teaching. 

 

2. LITERATURE REVIEW 

Literature has long been viewed as 

an effective medium for conveying moral 

values and shaping human attitudes. Moral 

values in literary works are embedded 

implicitly within narratives that reflect 

ethical dilemmas and human experiences. 

Alfarisy (2022) explains that values function 

as guiding principles that influence 

individuals’ judgments and behavior. In 

novels, these values are internalized through 

readers’ emotional and cognitive engagement 

with characters and events. 

Intrinsic elements play a central role 

in constructing meaning in literary works. 

Stanton (as cited in Samsudin, 2019) states 

that theme, characterization, plot, setting, and 

point of view form a unified structure that 

conveys the author’s message. 

Characterization allows authors to present 

moral values through characters’ choices and 

conflicts, while plot and setting highlight the 

social and emotional context of moral 

decision-making. 

Literature is also closely related to 

character education. Suprayitno and Wahyudi 

(2020) argue that character education is more 

effective when values are presented through 

contextualized experiences rather than direct 

instruction. Literary texts provide a reflective 

space where readers can develop empathy, 

responsibility, and moral reasoning. This 

view is supported by Swandari and 

Markhamah (2023), who found that novels 

containing moral values contribute positively 

to students’ character development. 

From an ELT perspective, literature 

offers authentic language input and supports 

critical thinking. Chen (2014) emphasizes 

that literary texts provide comprehensible 

input slightly above learners’ proficiency 

level, which is essential for language 

acquisition. In addition, Yahya et al. (2019) 

states that teaching literature should engage 

students in observing life more closely, 

encouraging interpretation, analysis, and 

evaluation. These activities foster Higher 

Order Thinking Skills (HOTS) in language 

classrooms. 

Furthermore, literature promotes 

cultural awareness and intercultural 

communicative competence. Wijayanti et al. 

(2025) highlights that understanding cultural 

values is essential for effective 

communication in a foreign language. 

Through novels, students encounter different 

cultural perspectives and social norms, which 

helps them develop tolerance and cultural 

sensitivity. Amalia et al. (2024) also note that 

emotionally engaging texts increase student 

motivation and reduce anxiety in language 

learning.  

3. METHODS 

This study employs a qualitative 

descriptive method, which is appropriate for 

analyzing meanings and values in literary 

texts. Qualitative descriptive research aims to 

provide a comprehensive summary of events 

or phenomena in everyday terms (Patton, 

2020; Tisdell et al., 2025). This approach 

allows the researcher to describe moral 

values and intrinsic elements as they 

naturally appear in the text. 

The primary data source of this study 

is the novel The Fault in Our Stars. The data 

consist of words, sentences, dialogues, and 

narrative passages that reflect intrinsic 

elements and moral values. Data collection 

was conducted through close reading and 

note-taking, a technique commonly used in 

literary research to ensure depth of 

understanding (Samsudin, 2019). 

Data analysis involved identifying 

intrinsic elements such as theme, 

characterization, plot, setting, and point of 

view, as well as moral values reflected in 

https://jurnal.univpgri-palembang.ac.id/index.php/esteem?msclkid=225fa518c3a011eca85096ed11f39bf2
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characters’ actions and thoughts. The data 

were then classified and interpreted 

descriptively. To enhance credibility, 

triangulation was applied by comparing the 

findings with relevant theories and previous 

studies, as suggested by Sandelowski (2000).  

4. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

 

Intrinsic Elements of the Novel 

The findings show that the intrinsic 

elements of The Fault in Our Stars work 

together to convey moral meanings. The 

main theme of the novel focuses on life, love, 

suffering, and the search for meaning. 

According to Stanton (as cited in Samsudin, 

2019), theme functions as the central idea 

that unifies all narrative elements. This theme 

is developed through the experiences of 

Hazel Grace and Augustus Waters, who are 

portrayed as emotionally mature adolescents 

despite their illness. 

The plot alternates between moments 

of hope and despair, reflecting the 

uncertainty of living with cancer. Fatmawati 

(2024) notes that contemporary narratives 

often use such structures to represent 

psychological struggle. The setting, which 

moves from Indianapolis to Amsterdam, 

provides cultural and emotional depth to the 

story. Meanwhile, the first-person point of 

view allows readers to experience events 

through Hazel’s perspective, fostering 

empathy and emotional engagement. 

Moral Values in the Novel 

The analysis reveals several moral 

values embedded in the novel. Love is 

depicted as sincere and selfless, emphasizing 

honesty and mutual support. Salfia (2015) 

states that literature often portrays love as a 

moral force that shapes human relationships. 

Bravery is shown through emotional 

resilience rather than physical strength, 

reflecting the characters’ courage in facing 

pain and loss. 

Responsibility is reflected in Hazel’s 

concern for her parents’ future, 

demonstrating moral maturity. Respect and 

tolerance are shown through the characters’ 

acceptance of limitations and life’s 

unfairness. According to Sharma and 

Charulatha (2024), moral values in literature 

help readers develop ethical awareness by 

presenting complex and realistic situations. 

Loyalty is also evident in the strong 

emotional bonds among the characters, 

reinforcing the importance of commitment 

and empathy. 

Implications for English Language 

Teaching 

The findings support the use of The 

Fault in Our Stars as a learning resource in 

ELT. Irwansyah et al. (2017) argue that 

literature can integrate language skills with 

moral and cultural learning. The novel 

provides authentic language input that 

supports reading comprehension and 

vocabulary development. 

Moreover, the moral dilemmas and 

narrative complexity encourage critical 

thinking and discussion, supporting the 

development of Higher Order Thinking Skills. 

Hapsari (2022) emphasizes that literature-

based learning transforms the classroom into 

a space for intellectual inquiry. Additionally, 

the novel promotes cultural awareness and 

character education, aligning with holistic 

learning goals in ELT. 

5. CONCLUSION 

This study concludes that The Fault 

in Our Stars presents moral values through 

well-developed intrinsic elements. Values 

such as love, bravery, responsibility, respect, 

tolerance, and loyalty are embedded within 

the narrative and conveyed through theme, 

characterization, plot, setting, and point of 

view. 

The novel is therefore suitable for 

use in English Language Teaching, as it 

supports language development, critical 

thinking, cultural awareness, and character 

education. Integrating literary works into 

English classrooms is recommended to create 

meaningful and engaging learning 

experiences. Future research may explore 

other novels or investigate the classroom 

https://jurnal.univpgri-palembang.ac.id/index.php/esteem?msclkid=225fa518c3a011eca85096ed11f39bf2
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implementation of literature-based 

instruction in ELT contexts.  
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