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KATA PENGANTAR

Assalamualaikum warahmatullahi wabarakatuh
Salam sejahtera untuk kita semua

Seminar Nasional Pendidikan yang diselenggarakan oleh Universitas
PGRI Palembang merupakan rangkaian dari kegiatan rutin universitas dalam
upaya peningkatan pengetahuan tenaga kependidikan sebagai profesi yang
penting dalam pencapaian tujuan pendidikan nasional. Selain itu kegiatan
seminar ini juga merupakan upaya universitas dalam melaksanakan salah satu
dimensi tridharma perguruan tinggi yaitu penelitian.

Seminar Pendidikan Nasional ini mengangkat tema “PELUANG DAN
TANTANGAN DUNIA PENDIDIKAN DALAM ERA MASYARAKAT EKONOMI
ASEAN (MEA). MEA merupakan kesepakatan 10 Negara ASEAN dalam
membangun pasar bebas di kawasan Asia Tenggara. Adapun tujuan dari
pelaksanaan seminar ini adalah; (1) Meningkatkan pengetahuan tenaga
kependidikan sebagai profesi yang penting dalam pencapaian tujuan pendidikan
dalam menghadapi masyarakat ekonomi ASEAN, (2) Meningkatkan kemampuan
tenaga kependidikan dalam mewujudkan profesi yang professional dengan
mengoptimalisasikan pendidikan budaya dan karakter. (3) Melaksanakan
tridharma perguruan tinggi yaitu penelitian/penulisan karya ilmiah, (4)
Meningkatkan kecintaan terhadap seni, budaya dan bahasa sebagai pembentuk
karakter bangsa.

Melengkapi kegiatan ini terkumpul sejumlah naskah artikel prosiding, dari
berbagai disiplin ilmu, di antaranya Pendidikan Bahasa Indonesia, Pendidikan
Bahasa Inggris, Pendidikan Matematika, Pendidikan MIPA, Pendidikan IPS,
Pendidikan Olahraga, Pendidikan Agama dan Pendidikan Seni, yang
kesemuanya mengarah pada tema utama yaitu mewujudkan pendidikan
berkualitas dalam menghadapi masyarakat ekonomi ASEAN.

Semoga hasil seminar ini bermanfaat untuk pendidikan Indonesia ke depannya.

Wassalamualaikum warahmatullahi wabarakatuh.

Palembang, 7 Maret 2015
Ketua Panitia Pelaksana
Dr. H. Bukman Lian, M.M.,M.Si.
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The Influence of Mnemonic Pictures and Attitudes toward the Students’
Writing Achievement of the Eighth Grade Students of SMP PGRI 1

Palembang

By
Etty Pratiwi, M Pd.

ABSTRACT

This research investigated the influence of Mnemonic Pictures and
attitudes toward the students’ writing achievement of the Eighth Grade Students
of SMP PGRI 1 Palembang. The problems of this study were to identify whether
or not (1) there is a significant difference in average of writing achievement
between the students who are in positive attitude after being taught using
mnemonic pictures strategy and those who are taught using conventional
strategy;(2) there is a significant difference in average of writing achievement
between the students who are in negative attitude after taught using mnemonic
pictures strategy and those who are taught using conventional strategy; (3) there is
a significant difference in average of writing achievement between the students
who are in positive and negative attitude after being taught using mnemonic
pictures strategy and those who are taught using conventional strategy;and (4)
there is a significant interaction effect of mnemonic pictures strategy and attitude
on the students’ writing achievement. This study was conducted in experimental
research to 96 students of SMP PGRI 1 Palembang in the first semester of the
academic year of 2013-2014. This study could be concluded that mnemonic
pictures strategy and attitudes gave a significant influence for the students’ writing
achievement since there was a significant improvement in average of the students’
writing achievement before and after being taught using mnemonic pictures
strategy.

Keywords: mnemonic pictures, attitudes, and writing achievement

A. Introduction

Background of the Study

Writing is one of language skills that have to be mastered. Writing has an
important role in education especially for those who are studying at universities.
They have to master writing skill to finish their assignment such as write a paper,
proposal, some reports, scientific writing, and others. It is impossible for the
students to graduate their education without mastering writing skill either first

language or second language.
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Langan (2006:13) states that a realistic attitude about writing must build on the
idea that writing is a skill. It is a skill like driving, typing, or cooking, and like any
skill, it can be learned. Therefore, writing is a complex process and it needs

practice. For almost everyone, work hard is a key to produce competent writing.

Writing is one of fourth skills or a skill which must be taught by teacher at school
which aims to increase the students writing skill in language of English. To make
more effective in learning language of English hence, the students learn that have
to be fun and be natural. Larsen — Freeman (2000); Mackey (1975) and Richards
and Roger (2001) state that in language learning context it is believed that
children will learn English language more effectively under certain conditions.

That learning should be fun and natural for children.

Writing is taught at school when writing activities are introduced judiciously soon
after students acquire a reasonable facility in basic listening-speaking activities. In
addition, writing activities are designed to reinforce the listening and speaking
activities as well as to develop the abilities to read and write for educational,
recreational or the aesthetics target. Even though, it is the hardest language skills
to acquire the students should be able to use written English for the purpose of
writing out forms, informal letters, business letters, and some graduates of school
may even have the ability to introduce Indonesian culture to foreigners though
written English (Saleh:55).

Based on the current School-Based Curriculum that writing is one of the language
skills that must be taught at junior high school/Islamic junior high school
(SMP/MTs). The teaching of writing aims at enabling students master the
functional texts and monologue texts or paragraphs in the form of descriptive,
narrative, recount, procedure, and report. In addition, based on Competency
Standard and Basic Competency, the first year students are expected to be able to

express meaningful ideas in term of functional text and simple short essay in the
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form of procedure and descriptive to interact with people in their nearest

environment.

The problems that might be faced by Indonesian students in writing descriptive
paragraph are the weaknesses of student achievement in written a paragraph;
therefore they did not have ideas what to write first. Secondly, the students had
difficulty in making the writing relevant with the topic. Also, the students had
difficulty in choosing the word due to lack of vocabulary, Furthermore, The
students tend to be bored and low participation in writing class because the
process of teaching and learning activities was monotonous. So, to make the
students can produce descriptive paragraphs, there should be an effort to make

writing class more interesting.

Those problems of descriptive writing are important to be solved, because it can
appear the difficulties for the students to determine the main idea and to continue
the next writing materials. Also the student will have low motivation in writing
class because they feel writing is a difficult skill. Furthermore, the students will

have boredom in writing class.

There are many techniques for increasing writing achievement, which can be
applied in classroom in order to motivate the students to be able to use written
English. One of techniques is picture elicits students’ written response. Saleh
(1994:58) states that pictures are as one of techniques to develop writing skill.
Futher was stated the teacher uses a picture and asked the learners to write down a
number of five or six sentences about the picture. The students can be asked to

being to class magazine or almanac cut-outs.

One of the teaching strategies that can help teachers to improve students’ writing
achievement in descriptive paragraph is using Mnemonic Pictures. Mnemonic
Pictures is a way getting students ideas together. It is a learning strategy that can

help students to facilitate their learning by using pictures about the topic they are
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going to write. Pictures also can make students more imaginative and creative in

writing class.

In this research, the writer got inspiration in previous study the title about
“Increasing the Students’ Writing Skill of the Fifth Grade Students of SD Negeri
117 Palembang by Using Mnemonic Pictures” that is written when I was

graduated from strata one.

By applying mnemonic pictures technique, a teacher can make a positive
atmosphere in the classroom. It can throw away time consuming notes because it
shows the shape of topic, related ideas and concepts, and the relative importance
of all the information. By applying notice to students’ attitude, a teacher may
increase their motivation to be successful writer because it serves incorporated

keywords, colors and images to make student easier to generate their writing.

The influence of writing achievement and students’ attitude has relation. If the
students mastery in writing achievement so they have positive attitude in writing
activities. Although when teaching learning process the teacher use media in

learning so the students is more interested.

With the existences of writing activities which must be taught be teacher are
expected to the students able to write with good and correct because in learning
English, correct writing from the beginning is very important. But in fact, based
on my experience in my school especially, there are a lot of students which less
mastery in writing activities. This research is focused on writing achievement by
using mnemonic pictures, in order to help the students develop their achievement

inwriting descriptive paragraph activities.
As a whole, the writer believes that by applying mnemonic pictures technique and

giving attention to students’ attitude will enhance their writing descriptive text.

That is why; she is interested in writing a thesis entitled “The Influence of
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Mnemonic Pictures and Attitude toward the Students’ Writing Achievement of the
Eighth Grade Students of SMP PGRI 1 Palembang”.

Research Questions

The writer formulated some problems of the study. They were:

1. Is there any significant difference in average of writing achievement
between the students who are in positive attitude after being taught using
mnemonic pictures strategy and those who are taught using conventional
strategy?

2. Is there any significant difference in average of writing achievement
between the students who are in negative attitude after taught using
mnemonic pictures strategy and those who are taught using conventional
strategy?

3. Is there any significant difference in average of writing achievement
between the students who are in positive and negative attitude after being
taught using mnemonic pictures strategy and those who are taught using
conventional strategy?

4. Is there any significant interaction effect of mnemonic pictures strategy and

attitude on the students’ writing achievement?

B. Conceptual Framework

Concept of Writing

Azzar (1980:2) says that writing is a creative process, an intellectual exercise that
result in a product symbolize, for example, a story, an essay, a book, or a
paragraph. However, writing is the hardest skill. It is not a simple process and it is
not an interesting one, because the students need much time to express their ideas
and thought in written form in order to be able to communicate with the readers.
Sometimes it is hard to find or state the ideas and make it into a piece of

paragraphs.
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Writing is the act of forming letters and characters on paper, wood, stone or other
material for the purpose of recording the ideas which characters and words
express, or of communicating them to others by visible signs (Dian, 2009:46). As
Trudy Wallace (2005:15) states that writing is the final product of several separate
acts that are hugely challenging to learn simultaneously. Furthermore (Djuharie,
2009:5), writing is telling information or message by written.

Dian (2009:47) points out those specific instruction objectives of writing. They

were:

a.  participants are able to understand the stages of the writing process by
explaining them;

b.  participants are able to apply the stages of the writing process in functional
writing contexts; and

c.  participants are able to apply the stages of the writing process in creative

writing contexts.

On the other hand, Brown (2004:220) states that there are four categories of
written performance that capture the range of written production considered here.
Each category resembles the categories defined for the other three skills, but these
categories, as always, reflect the uniqueness of the skill area. They are presented
as follows:

a. Imitative

To produce written language, the learner must attain skills in the fundamental,
basic tasks of writing letters, words, punctuation, and very brief sentences. This
category includes the ability to spell correctly and to perceive phoneme-grapheme
correspondences in the English spelling system. It is a level at which learners are
trying to master the mechanics of writing. At this stage, form is the primary if not
exclusive focus, while context and meaning are of secondary concerns.

b.  Intensive (controlled)

Beyond the fundamentals of imitative writing are skills in producing appropriate

vocabulary within a context, collocations and idioms, and correct grammatical
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features up to the length of a: sentence. Meaning and context are of some
importance in determining correctness and appropriateness but most assessment
tasks are more concerned with a focus on form, and are rather strictly controlled
by the test design.

Cc.  Responsive

Here, assessment tasks require learners to perform at a limited discourse level,
connecting sentences into a paragraph and creating a logically connected sequence
of two or three paragraphs. Tasks respond to pedagogical directives, lists of
criteria, outlines, and other guidelines. Genres of writing include brief narratives
and descriptions, short reports, lab reports, summaries, brief responses to reading,
and interpretations of charts or graphs. Under specified conditions, the writer
begins to 'exercise some freedom of choice among alternative form of expression
of ideas. The writer has mastered the fundamentals of sentence-level grammar and
is more focused on the discourse conventions that will achieve the objectives of
the written text. Form-focused attention is mostly at the discourse level, with a
strong emphasis on context and meaning.

d. Extensive

It implies successful management of all the processes and strategies of writing for
all purposes, up to the length of an essay, a term paper, a major research project
report, or even a thesis. Writers focus on achieving a purpose, organizing and
developing ideas logically, using details to support or illustrate ideas,
demonstrating syntactic and lexical variety, and in many cases, engaging in the
process of multiple drafts to achieve a final product. Focus on grammatical form

is limited to occasional editing or proofreading of a draft.

Moreover, Dian (2009:50) adds three main stages of writing process. They were
presented as follows:
a. Preparing to write

1) Brainstorming

2) Speed writing

3) Asking yourself ‘wh’ questions
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4) Getting your ideas into order
5) Using model
6) Marking points to mention in reply
b. Drafting and,
1) Using the writing space
2) Getting started
3) Keeping going
c. Reuvising
Furthermore, Oshima and Hogue (2007:15) state that the process of writing has
roughly four steps. They were presented as follows:
1) Prewriting; Prewriting is a way to get ideas. In this step, you choose a
topic and collect ideas to explain the topic,
2) Organizing; this step is to organize the ideas into a simple outline,
3) Writing; this step is to write a rough draft, using your outline as a guide,
4) Polishing; this step, you polish what you have written. This step is also

called revising and editing.

Related to the preceding of explanation stated above, it could be concluded that
writing is one of the language skills that need to be mastered by the language
learners and writing something can be an enjoyable activity because by writing
someone can express something in written then share it with others. Writing also
needs process. In this case, this study should find the way to solve the problem,
and motivate the students to write a paragraph in order they are eager to express
their ideas in writing activity and make the students interested and enjoyable in

writing.

Concept of Pictures

Picture is media which is most commonly used. It represents common language,
which can be understood and enjoyed at all points, (Husaini, 2000:10). He
explained that there are some excess pictures. They are: (a) pictures which are

more realistic showing the root of the matter (b) pictures which can overcome
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time and space definition (c) pictures which can overcome perception limitation
(d) Pictures which can clarify a problem, in the field of any kind and to mount just
age how many, so that can prevent or correct misunderstanding and (e) pictures

which are cheap and easy to get and also used.

Moreover, Mackey (1965:245-246) there are 3 types of language teaching
pictures. They are presented as follows:

a.  Thematic Pictures

They are those used simply in illustrate a theme or text. Their use in getting
meaning across can only be incidental to their function as illustrations. They may
give the learner a desire to read the text in order to understand the significance of
the illustration, or they may furnish an occasion to comment on a theme. A picture
may illustrate the text of a lesson in order to focus the attention of the learner on
what the text says by helping to imagine it.

b.  Mnemonic Pictures

They are those designed to remind the learner of certain words or sentences. They
may be pictures of situation, presented simultaneously with sentences about these
situations, and used later for learner of these sentences.

c.  Semantic pictures

They are those sole functions to get a specific meaning across. A picture is used
for teaching of meaning it is important to make sure that the picture is not
ambiguous. For purposes of clarity, a drawing is often better than a photograph; a
simple drawing, better than a complex one. To be clear, the picture must contain

in the sentences.

According to Brown (1959:415) there are five criteria in choosing pictures that is

consisted of all important points, as follows:

a. Is the picture interesting enough to catch and hold the eyes of the students
with whom it will be used?

b. Isitlarge enough and simple enough to be seen clearly?

c. Isthe information it portrays to the topic being studied?

616



d.

e.

Is the information accurate, i.e., truthful, up to date and with a basis for any
needed size comparison?

Is the picture well reproduced, realistic and attractive?

In addition, when selecting pictures, teachers should always keep the following

essentials in mind. Ernestora (1981:6) suggests some criteria in selecting pictures.

They were:

a. Grammatical structure(s) you can teach with it;
b. Item(s) of vocabulary you can teach with it;

c. Size, clarity;

d. Appeal to the eyes;

e. Entertainment value.

Related to the preceding of explanation stated above, the writer is interested in

applying mnemonic pictures in accordance that it has some advantages. They

were:

a.
b.

C.

o

To aim increase the students of writing skill in language of English.

To make more effective in learning language of English hence.

The students learn that have to be fun and be natural.

Writing skill by using mnemonic pictures, in order to help the students
develop their skill in writing paragraph activities.

The idea behind using mnemonic is to encode difficult-to-remember
information in a way that is much easier to remember.

The most attractive aspect of this methodology is its flexibility.

A great deal of information (not just writing skill but also other grammatical
points) can be encompassed by these mnemonic tools of imagery and spatial
organization.

The methodology can also be used in a narrow specialized sense, or simply to

augment more traditional approaches.
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I. The direct advantage of this technique is that it present an excellent grid or
even a small world by which important information can be organized, defined,
and retrieved.

j. During an average day we simultaneously discern familiar and easily
remembered background information (teaching our classes), and new
experiences (meeting new people). These new experiences can be recalled
later when cued by the more easily remembered background setting.

k. It may at first appear that the method involves too much work for the teacher
and is much too complex and impractical for students.

I. It also has the added advantage of maintaining students interest (particularly if

the memory plain is tailored to the students’ own culture).

The Concept of Attitude

Attitude towards English in general refers to the state of emotion and thought
related to the English language and the culture of the English- speaking people
(Singh, 1998). “Culture” is operationally defined as English songs, television
programs and English movies.

Spolsky (1969: 271-283) states that students’ attitude towards the English
language is the total sum of the students’ feelings, prejudice or fear about the
learning or English as the second language. Moreover, Maxwell (2004:26) states
that the attitude is interpersonal feeling which expressed by the student. He also
states that attitude is student’s best friend if the attitude is positive, then it can be
his/her worse enemy if the attitude is negative (Maxwel, 2004:13). In this case,

attitude is divided into two kinds, they are: positive attitude and negative attitude.

McLeod (1991:98-99) states that positive attitude toward student’s writing
resulting in happy and joyful effect. And negative attitude toward student’s
writing resulting in anger and perspiration. He also states that attitude is the
psychological states acquired by the individual over a period of time as a result of

one’s experiences; these attitudes influence one to act in certain ways (McLeod,

618



1991:98-99). On the other words, an attitude is a learned state of readiness rather
than the act or response itself. It also has affective, behavioral, and cognitive
components: attitudes may be accompanied by positive or negative emotions, and
may act and think in particular ways as a result of one’s attitude. Therefore,
emotions and attitudes are distinct affective states, even though an attitude may
lead to an emotional response and then to a feeling or bodily response, as in a

student negative attitude toward writing resulting in anger and perspiration.

Brand (1991:395-407), claims that attitude is ones’ habitual tendencies toward a
response or action, trait emotions are ones habitual emotional display, ones
regular temperament. Again, attitudes don’t always produce emotions, but when
an attitude does prompt an emotional response, the emotional response may be

trait, state, or a combination of emotional responses.

Furthermore, Harmer (2006:3-9) says that there are several factors that seem to
support or weaken their attitudes toward English. They were:

a.  Motivation in English

Students who learn English may have certain motivation. For example, they may
be interactively motivated in that they are attracted to the culture of the target
language community. This happens when they want to know more about English
culture. They may also instrumentally motivate when they believe that English
mastery will be important in order to get a job. According to Spaulding (1992:4),
motivation can be separated into two different parts: extrinsic and intrinsic.
Extrinsic motivation exists when individuals are motivated by an outcome that is
external or functionally unrelated to the activity in which they are engage. For
example, a child who cleans his room because he has been told that his older will
take him to the movies when he is done is extrinsically motivated to clean his
room. In contrast to extrinsic motivation, intrinsic motivation exists when
someone works because of an inner desire to accomplish a task successfully,
whether it has some external value or not. People who are intrinsically motivated

to engage in a specific activity do not have to be enticed into participating in that
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activity. Instead, they actively seek opportunities to participate. In addition, when
they do have extended opportunities to participate in the activity, they often
become consumed by it, losing all tracks of time and other obligations,

b.  English in terms of a School Subject

As a result of the motivational factors, the students may perceive that English is
very good. But, they may also perceive that English is less important than any
other subjects since they are not interactively or instrumentally motivated.

c.  Teachers of English

They may be the most influential factor that shapes the students’ attitudes toward
English. Their treatment on the students will affect the motivation and attitude in
that it reinforces or undermines previous learning experiences.

d.  Students’ English Learning Condition

It occurs either in and out of school. However, there are certain learning
conditions over which the school has no control on learning, like boredom and
seriousness in learning.

e.  Students’ peers

Theyalso play an important role in affecting their attitudes toward English. The
students’ peer group determines how much their attitude will be influenced. For
example, if the students’ friend takes an English course and if this seems to be a

prestigious thing to do, the students may be favorably disposed toward English.

C. Method of Research

In this case, the writer used experimental method with factorial experimental
method design in accordance that she could describe the students’ scores in the
pre-test and those in the post-test of descriptive paragraph writing through
mnemonic pictures strategy. In using factorial design, she divided the classes into

two groups, the first is the experimental group, and the other one is as a control

group.
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Population and Sample of the Study

The population of this study will involve the eighth grade students at SMP PGRI 1
Palembang In the academic year 2013/2014 because this population has some
problems in writing descriptive paragraph. The total number of population is 234

students.

In taking the students who were used as sample of the study, she used two stage
random sampling. It meant that there were two techniques in choosing samples.
First, she took sample using cluster random sampling and second using simple

random sampling.

In this research, there were 48 students for each group that were consisted of 24
students who were in positive attitude and 24 students who were in negative
attitude. In the experimental group, she applied mnemonic pictures strategy. And,
she applied conventional strategy in the control group. The total number of sample
of the study was 96 students

The Technique for Collecting Data

The writer used two kinds of instruments. They are: (1) questionnaire and (2) test.
Naresuan University, Phayao Campus, Thailand.2005, It was used to analyze the
students attitude in writing skill. The questionnaire was written at level
appropriate for eighth grade students. It used after the writer find the sample of the
study. In order to make students easier in comprehending the questions, the

language that was used in questionnaire was Indonesia language.

Moreover, in order to find out the influence caused by applying mnemonic
pictures strategy and the difference in average of writing achievement between the
students who were in two groups, the data were collected through the result of the
pre-test and post-test that she had made. The test has been tried out with a high
reliability score, and cover idea, content, organization and coherence, sentence

structure and mechanism. The pre-test is administered to see the basic
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achievement of students in writing descriptive paragraph before they got the
treatment. Meanwhile the post-test is given to find out the students’ writing

achievement on those aspects after the treatment conducted.

Validity

According to Richards, et al., (1989:304), validity is the degree to which a test
measure what it is supposed to measure, or can be used successfully for the
purpose for which it is intended. By the referring to the statement, the content
validity of the test being administered to the sample students obtained based on
syllabus of English for the eighth grade students of SMP PGRI 1 Palembang in
the academic year of 2013-2014. The test specification could be shown in

appendix

Reliability

Since the test is given in the form of writing instructions, the reliability is
measured by using inter-rater reliability (Cohen’s Kappa) in which two or more
raters score the answer of the same student and the scores are then correlated. The
writer is the first rater and the second one is the class teacher.

The scorers used as writing guidance of analytical scale for rating composition
tasked by Brown (2004:245). There are five categories (organization, logical
development of the ideas, grammar, punctuation/ mechanism/ spelling, style and
quality of the expression). They are divided into a number of contributing factors.
The mathematical assignment of the 100 point scale gave equal weight (maximum
20 points) to each five major categories. The students’ score in writing descriptive

text was defined using some indicators.

Before doing the research, the questionnaire is field tested for its reliability. In
analyzing the reliability of test, the writer asked to the teacher of English to check
the result of the students’ writing descriptive test. Related to the try out, it was

found that the value of the inter-rater reliability coefficients of the students’ try-
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out test in writing descriptive text was 0,83883. It meant that the students’ writing
achievement test was categorized in reliable and could be used.

Technique for Analyzing the Data

There were two kinds of data that were analyzed. They were (1) the students’
writing achievement and (2) the students’ attitude.

In analyzing the students’ writing achievement, the writer applied three
techniques. They were the statistical on measuring homogeneity and normality of
the data, independent t-test, and two-way ANOVA. All the data analyses were
measured by using the Statistical Package for Social Science 18 (SPSS 18).

In analyzing the students’ attitude, the students’ attitude was analyzed using
questionnaire toward writing descriptive paragraph. The questionnaires were
analyzed by applying 5-point like scale (5=strongly agree, 4=agree, 3=uncertain,
2=disagree, and 1=strongly disagree)to get whether the students who were in

positive attitude and those who were in negative attitude

The result of that division became the solution to decide students’ attitude toward
writing descriptive paragraph. If the result of the division was greater than and
equal 2.50 or lower than and equal 5.00, it could be concluded that student
exhibited a positive attitude toward writing descriptive paragraph, and contrary, if
the result of the division was lower than 2.50 and greater than O, it could be
concluded that student exhibits a negative attitude toward writing descriptive

paragraph.

D. Result and Discussion

Based on the data analysis, Mnemonic Pictures strategy gave any significant
influence for the students’ writing achievement because there was a significant
improvement in average of the students’ writing achievement before and after
being taught using mnemonic pictures strategy. There was also found that there

was significant interaction effect of mnemonic pictures strategy and attitude on

623



the student writing achievement. Some interpretations were made on the statistics

analysis related to the writer’s finding. They were described as follows,

First, from statistic calculation by using the normality test of Kolmogorov
Smirnov, there was a significant difference in average of writing achievement
between the students who were in positive attitude after being taught using
mnemonic pictures strategyand those who were taught using conventional strategy
since it was found that the significant p-output was 0.000 and lower than
significant value 0.05

Second, there was a significant difference in average of writing achievement
between the students who were in negative attitude after being taught using
mnemonic pictures strategyand those who were taught using conventional strategy
since it was found that the significant p-output was 0.000 and lower than
significant value 0.05

Third, there was a significant difference in average of writing achievement
between the students who were in positive and negative attitude after being taught
using mnemonic pictures strategy since it was found that the significant p-output
was 0.000. They were lower than significant value 0.05

Fourth, there was a significant difference in average of writing achievement
between the students who were in positive and negative attitude after being taught
using conventional strategy since it was found that the significant p-output was
0.000. They were lower than significant value 0.05 and

Finally, there was a significant interaction effect of mnemonic pictures strategy
and attitude on the students’ writing achievement since it was found that the

significant p-output was 0.000 and lower than significant value 0.05.

Related to the preceding of findings and interpretations stated above, there were
some limitations that was faced by the writer, such as she and teacher of English
haven’t been given much attentions and acted as facilitator, yet in creating a good

atmosphere in the class, so the students didn’t fell much enjoyable in writing
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descriptive text. Moreover, this study was only focus on writing descriptive
product and not more focused on the other text writing.

E. Conclusion and Suggestion

Conclusion

Upon analyzing the data in previous chapters, the writer finally could draw

conclusions as follows:

1. There was a significant difference in average of writing achievement between
the students who were in positive attitude after being taught using mnemonic
pictures strategyand those who were taught using conventional strategy.

2. There was a significant difference in average of writing achievement between
the students who were in negative attitude after being taught using mnemonic
pictures strategyand those who were taught using conventional strategy.

3. There was a significant difference in average of writing achievement between
the students who were in positive and negative attitude after being taught
using mnemonic pictures strategy.

4. There was a significant difference in average of writing achievement between
the students who were in positive and negative attitude after being taught
using conventional strategy.

5.  There was a significant interaction effect of mnemonic pictures strategy and

attitude on the students’ writing achievement.

Related to the preceding of conclusion stated above, it could be concluded that
mnemonic pictures strategy and attitude gave a significant influence for the
students’ writing achievement since there was a significant improvement in
average of the students’ writing achievement before and after being taught using

mnemonic pictures strategy.
Suggestion

The success of writing process involved many aspects, such as teaching and

learning strategy, students’ attitude, interesting materials and many other factors.
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Therefore, in order to improve the students’ writing achievement through applying
mnemonic pictures strategy and attitude, teachers of English were suggested to be
more credible in integrating the other factors to give more effect towards the
students’ writing achievement. Moreover, they had to have more understanding
about writing strategy and creating the communicate circumutance and inside and
outside of the classroom activities to become more interesting. Moreover, the
teachers had to have creativities in applying various strategies were really required
in avoiding the students’ ignorance in the classroom. Through this study, she
hoped there would be next research that could be given a significant improvement
and effect on the students’ writing achievement. It was not only in writing

descriptive text, but for another text.
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