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This paper aims to provide a description representations the 

aspects of language and culture in education by examining 

several theories and expert opinions. The method used in this 

paper is a qualitative descriptive method, which means to 

understand a phenomenon in the social context naturally with 

the advanced process of interaction between researchers in-

depth communication with the phenomenon to be studied 

through the surgical literature. From the discussion, it can be 

synthesized that language is a vehicle and a cultural product. 

Language reflects the culture of the doers or users. Because it is 

a language in addition to functioning as a means of 

communication, language is also an implementation of culture 

in education Cultural formed values and norms indirectly in 

form of  language that  be realized in the educational process. 

When it is related with education in Indonesia, the language has 

a central role in the development of intellectual, social, and 

emotional learners and it works as supporting of success in 

studying a field of science. 

 

INTRODUCTION 
Humans are social creatures that need 

other human beings as a partner in  their 

life, because it was fated that no human 

being can live alone, it is needed a 

collaboration with others in realizing the 

desire and achieving something in the 

fulfillment of their needs. A form of 

cooperation can be applied properly if it is 

communicated. Communication 

interactions are most commonly used is 

language. With language, humans can 

express ideas and desires to other human 

beings and cooperation with fellow 

members of society. On the other hand, 

also can be said that in everyday 

communication, one of the tools most 

commonly used is the language, both 

spoken language and written language. 

Humans as social beings, always 

living in a society and requires language 

as a tool to interact with each other. 

Therefore, the interaction of language 

embodied in social life certainly will not 

apart from the cultural values that exist. 

There are various theories related to  

language and culture. Some say that 

language is part of culture, but others say 

that language and culture are two different 

things, but it has a very close relationship, 

so it can not be separated. There are also 

saying that the language is strongly 

influenced by the culture, so that 

everything that is in the culture will be 

reflected in the language. Conversely, 

there are those who say the language is 

strongly influenced by culture and the way 

of human think or the public speakers. 

Talking about language and culture, it 

can  not be separated also by 

philosophical of education. Education is a 

process where a variety of activities 

undertaken by individuals in their social 

life, it used to serve to  carry on the 

customs and culture as well as social 

institutions from a generation to another. 

For that reason in this paper will be 

discussed briefly about the representation 

of language and culture in education. The 

mailto:dessywardiah77@gmail.com


2017 International Conference on Education and Science (ICONS 2017) 
 

 
583 

aims are to provide a description of the 

representations  aspects of language and 

culture in education by examining several 

theories and expert opinions. The method 

used in this paper is a qualitative 

descriptive method, which means to 

understand a phenomenon in the social 

context naturally with the advanced 

process of interaction between researchers 

in-depth communication with the 

phenomenon to be studied through the 

surgical literature. 

 

MATERIALS AND DISCUSSION 

Language  

The term of  bahasa in the Indonesian 

language is the  same as the language in 

English, taal in Belanda, Sprache in 

German, lughatun in Arabic and bahasa 

in Sanskerta. Those terms, has its own 

aspect, according to the users, to mention 

a cultural element that has a very broad 

aspect, so it becomes a concept that is not 

easily defined. As expressed by the 

experts. 

According Wibowo (2001:3),  

language is a symbol system that 

meaningful and articulate sound 

(generated by the vocal organs) arbitrary 

and conventional, which is used as a tool 

to communicate by a group of people to 

create  feelings and thoughts. Syamsudin 

(1986:2),  gives two meaning of 

languages. Firstly, language is a tool used 

to shape the thoughts and feelings, desires 

and actions, a tool used to influence and 

be influenced. Secondly, language is a 

clear sign of good character or bad, a clear 

sign of the family and the nation, a clear 

sign of the favor of humanity. Tarigan 

(1989:4), he gives two definitions of 

language. Firstly, language is a system 

that systematic, perhaps also for 

generative systems. Secondly, language is 

a set of symbols which like or arbitrary 

symbols. Language is a form and not a 

state (language may be the form and not 

matter) or something arbitrary symbol 

system sound, or also a system of many 

systems, a system of an order or an order 

in those systems. The definition proposed 

by Mackey (1986:12). 

There are many other definitions of 

language announced by the linguists. Each 

restriction has been put forward, in 

general have the same concepts, although 

there are differences and emphasis. Apart 

from the possibility of these differences, it 

can be concluded that the language is a set 

of symbols of whatever ones  like or 

arbitrary symbols that are used as a means 

of communication in order to convey 

thoughts and feelings, desires and actions, 

and efforts to influence or be influenced. 

 

Culture 
The term “budaya/kebudayaan” in 

Indonesian Language or culture in the 

English language is derived from the 

Yunani Language “culere” which means 

to work the land. In Indonesian language, 

the word derived from the Sanskerta 

culture “buddhayah”, which is the plural 

form of the “buddhi” (the mind or 

intellect), so that the culture is defined as 

the result of thought or human reason. No 

argument that the word culture is the 

development of a compound word mind- 

power which means the power of the 

mind, in the form of creativity, initiative, 

and flavor. Mind is a sense that an 

element of spiritual culture, while culture 

is defined as the result of human reason 

and overview (Widyosiswoyo, 2004). In 

line with the opinion of Sumardjan (1974) 

Culture means all the work, taste, and the 

copyright society. 

Widyosiswoyo (2004) said the ideas 

in society are intertwined with each other, 

thus it is forming a cultural system, for 

example, are customs and science. 

Koentjaraningrat (1990) defines culture as 

a whole total mind, the work, and the 

results are not rooted in the human 

instincts, and can only be triggered by 

humans after the learning process. From 

the various opinions of experts it can be 

concluded that the culture is the result of 

thoughts, ideas, creativity, work and taste 
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obtained by a person as a member of 

society obtained after the learning process.  

Culture can be defined as material 

phenomena, so that the meaning of culture 

more scrutiny as the whole system of 

ideas, actions and man's work in the 

context of social life. Therefore human 

behavior as a member of the community 

will be bound by the culture seen his form 

in a variety of institutions that serve as a 

mechanism for the control of human 

behavior. Culture is something that I 

learned and experienced together socially, 

by the members of a society. So that a 

culture is not just the accumulation of 

habits and behavior patterns, but a system 

of organized behavior. Culture embraces 

all aspects and facets of human life, 

whether it be material or non-material 

product. From that it can be concluded 

that the culture is the result of thoughts, 

ideas, creativity, work and taste obtained 

by a person as a member of society 

obtained after the learning process. 

Learning is certainly a process that is 

socially shared by the members of a 

community in all aspects of both material 

and non-material. 

 

Languages and Cultures in the Context 

of Education 

Education has a sense of the process 

or the way or the act of educating. The 

word education comes the Yunani 

Language is “pedagogy” the basic word 

“paid” which means child and “ogogos” 

meaning  guiding. It can conclude 

pedagogy the word “pedagogy” in the 

Yunani language is the study of the art of 

educating children. By conventional 

definition of education is the process of 

changing attitudes and code of conduct in 

a person or group of people in a mature 

business man through the efforts of the 

teaching and training according to the 

procedure of education itself. Law No. 20 

of 2003 Chapter 1, Section 1 also states 

that education is a conscious and 

deliberate effort to create an atmosphere 

of learning and the learning process so 

that learners are actively developing their 

potential, personality, intelligence, 

character and skills needed him and 

society. Education is the foundation, the 

basis or foundation reinforce and 

strengthen education in order to create 

quality education and quality. 

Basically, education is an educational 

process, namely the process in order to 

influence students to be able to adapt as 

best as possible in the environment that 

will cause a change in him, which is done 

in the form of coaching, teaching, and 

training. Education as a concept, has 

properties that open enough to examine. 

Education in the formal sense is actually a 

process of delivering 

materials/educational materials by 

educators to target education (students) in 

order to achieve a change in behavior. 

Education used to refer to or mention a 

kind of events that can occur in different 

types of environments. This type of event 

is the interaction between two people or 

more that is designed to cause or effect of 

the emergence of a process of 

development or maturation of view of 

personal life. To that can be synthesized 

that basically education is an educational 

process, namely the process in order to 

influence students to be able to adapt as 

best as possible in the environment that 

will cause a change in him, which is done 

in the form of coaching, teaching, and 

training. 

The existence of education will 

certainly have the close relationship with 

the culture and language, as we have 

discussed earlier that the language is very 

closely related to culture. Culture in some 

sources is seen as creativity, taste, and the 

wills of the people. Through utilizing the 

copyright human mental abilities to think 

so as to produce knowledge. Through his 

taste man creates norms and values in 

social life. And through human initiative 

creating technology and culture. 

Representation of a language 

essentially in the form of activities 

language users in the community. Value 
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lies in the language of the meaning 

symbolized by a language. Because the 

language is said to be part of the culture 

and language plays an important role in 

the culture. Language reflects the culture 

and the language is influenced and shaped 

by culture. Because it can be found the 

perception that English is considered a 

symbol of modernization, the Arabic 

language is considered as a symbol of 

Islam, Indonesian giving symbol of 

nationalism, and the local language is 

regarded as a traditional symbol. From it 

can be described that from the language 

used, it can be guessed their culture, 

values and beliefs. In line with the opinion 

of Samsuri (1985) that showed the 

nation's language. 

In the world of education, culture and 

language are the two sides of a coin which 

attract each other. Educational activities 

conducted both formal and non-formal 

course requires a language that serves as a 

communication tool between educators 

and learners. Language as a means of 

communication has the main function, 

namely that the communication language 

is delivering a message or meaning by one 

person to another. Attachments and 

linkages with human languages cause 

language is not fixed and always changes 

over the life of human activities in the 

community. Language changes can occur 

not only in the form of development and 

expansion, but rather in the form of a 

setback in line with the changes 

experienced by the community. That is 

able to describe the language of a culture 

that can be patterned in the educational 

process. 

In addition to the language of culture 

in an educational perspective parse that 

education is a conscious effort to develop 

the potential of learners optimally. The 

conscious effort not to be removed from 

the environment of the learners are, 

especially on the cultural environment, 

because students live inseparable in their 

environment and act in accordance with 

the rules of the culture. Education is not 

based on the principle that will lead 

learners deprived of its cultural roots. 

When this happens, then they will not 

know their culture so well that he became 

a "foreigner" in a cultural environment. In 

addition to being a foreigner, was more 

worrying was he was someone who did 

not like culture. Cultures that cause 

learners to grow and develop, starting 

from the culture in the immediate 

environment develops into the wider 

environment that is the nation's national 

culture and universal culture. 

Education is a process of 

enculturation, serves bequeath the values 

and achievements of the past to the future 

generations. Values and achievement that 

is the pride of the nation and the people 

make it known to other nations. As well as 

being inherited, education also has a 

function to develop the cultural values and 

achievements of the past into the nation's 

cultural values corresponding to the life of 

the present and future, as well as 

developing new achievements as a 

character and a new culture of the nation. 

Therefore, the culture in the nation's 

education is at the core of an educational 

process. 

 

CONCLUSION 

When a human is exist, means it will 

form a community, and in society, there is 

always a language that is used as a 

communication tool by members of the 

community. The existence of language in 

society is very important. This is because, 

in reality, humans as social beings always 

live in a society and requires language as a 

tool to interact with each other. Language 

is a vehicle and a cultural product. 

Language reflects the culture of the 

wearer. Because it has a language other 

than fungi as a communication tool. 

Language is also an implementation of 

culture in education. Culture shaping 

values and norms contained in the 

language to be realized in the educational 

process. Man can not think without 

language. Therefore, human beings are 
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called homosapiens. Through language, 

humans can develop knowledge and pass 

it on to the next generation. When linked 

to the Indonesian education, language and 

culture have a central role in the 

development of intellectual, social, and 

emotional learners and is supporting the 

success in studying a field of science. 
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